
Initiatives taken by 
Delhi Government to 
Manage Air Pollution

By: Dr. Anchal Garg

April, 2022





We all are aware that air pollution in Delhi is always highlighted in newspaper and media. 
Air pollution in Delhi is more hazardous to health during winter season. The additive 
effects of stubble burning, Diwali celebrations, vehicular emissions, excessive energy 
consumption and low wind speed all together are responsible for worsening air quality.



Odd-Even Policy on 
Vehicles

In January 2016, Delhi government has 
launched odd even policy for the vehicles. 
This policy was applied on private and non-
commercial vehicles. These vehicles are 
allowed out on road on alternate days. The 
vehicles which are having end digit as odd 
on its license plate are allowed to run on 
odd days, whereas which end up with even 
digit are allowed on even days.



Tree 
Transplantation 
Policy

This policy by Delhi government mandates 80% of the 
trees affected by construction and development activities 
must be transplanted. Under this policy, it is mandatory to 
plant 10 saplings, if you cut down one tree. It will help in 
increasing the green cover area of Delhi, thereby reducing 
air pollution.



Enhancement in Parking Fees by four times
Delhi authorities including Municipal Corporations of Delhi (MCD), Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA), Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) hiked the parking fees by four times Delhi to encourage 
the use of public transportation and reduce the vehicular pollution on roads.



‘Red Light On, 
Gaadi Off’ 

idling

In city like Delhi, having more than 10 
million vehicles, it is very difficult to 
control vehicular emission. Due to 
this, Delhi’s government has taken a 
small initiative ‘Red Light On, Gaadi 
Off’ campaign, to turn off your vehicle 
when traffic red light is on. For making 
this campaign more effective, over 
2500 volunteers have been working 
over 100 traffic signals for raising the 
awareness.



Anti-Dust Campaign



Bio decomposer to turn 
stubble into manure
The farmers of Delhi’s nearby states 
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh are always 
blamed for increasing Delhi’s air pollution 
by burning of stubble. To solve this, the 
government, in early October, started 
spraying bio decomposer, developed by 
the Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
(IARI), on crop stubble to turn it into 
manure.



Banning of waste burning and 
restriction of industrial activities

National Green Tribunal (NGT) has banned 
on industrial activities and entry of trucks 
in Delhi, when air quality is worsening. 
This activity is coming under Graded 
Response Action Plan (GRAP) launched by 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to 
solve the problem of air pollution.



Promoting use of 
public 
transportation

Since transportation sector has been considered as major responsible source 
for air pollution in Delhi, hence use of public transport in place of private 
vehicles is more preferred. The Metro rails, and buses services are increased 
in Delhi to promote the use of public transport.



Delhi Electric 
Vehicle Policy



India’s first Smog Tower in Connaught Place, Delhi
The smog tower is designed to transform polluted air into clean air. India’s first smog tower has been 
placed in Connaught Place having approximately 24 metre-high structure fitted with fans and air 
filters. The tower also has 40 big fans and 5,000 filters to clean the polluted air.




